
 

Living Into Right Relations –  January 2026 
 

 
Hello, friends, and happy new year! 
 
I want to start the year by thanking Lorna, Bev and Henriëtte who so generously help to find 
and distill relevant information for this newsletter so that it’s clear and useful for you.  
 
I first became aware of how little I knew of Indigenous and settler history when I read the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s report in 2015. Over time, people I met at various 
events started sending me news and resources for learning.This newsletter grew out of that 
connection, rooted in a desire to continue the conversation and to take up the challenge 
and invitation of living into right relations.  
 
This is a whole group effort. None of us do this in isolation. Thanks to all in this group of 
readers who send helpful information for sharing. And thanks to all for your engagement.  
 
May we walk in good company, 
 
Nancy (nancydykstra@gmail.com) Henriëtte, Bev and Lorna, the search and edit team.  
 
 
 

1.​Land Back 
a.​ O:se Kenhionhata:tie - at Willow River Centre, 243 King St., Kitchener. 

i.​Read their Facebook posts. 
ii.​How to support?  Support us | O:se Kenhionhata:tie. 

 
 

2.​Highlighting Indigenous-led or -focused initiatives and organizations: 
Courses on Indigenous/Canadian history and current issues. 

 

For a deeper dive into relearning Indigenous/Canadian history, you might look at these 
free online public education courses offered by different universities. Consider following 
the course with a friend or small group to increase engagement.  

a.​ Indigenous Canada offered by the University of Alberta (Coursera). 
b.​ Land Back offered by Yellowhead Institute , Toronto Metropolitan University. 
c.​ Introduction to Indigenous Matters, Wilfrid Laurier University. Read more here. 

 
3.​Arts 

a.​ Woodland Cultural Centre Exhibitions - Indigenous Artists  

i.​To Feb 24. Familial Waters: A Solo Exhibition by Dianne Brown Green.  

ii.​To Spring 2026, Tsi Non:we Entewaha’hara’ne (Our Path Forward) by R.G. 
Miller: Mohawk Institute, 184 Mohawk St, Brantford. 

 

mailto:nancydykstra@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/osekenhionhatatie
https://www.landbackcamp.com/support
https://www.coursera.org/learn/indigenous-canada/paidmedia?utm_medium=sem&utm_source=gg&utm_campaign=B2C_NAMER_indigenous-canada_ualberta_FTCOF_learn_country-US-country-CA&campaignid=13440968592&adgroupid=130160700384&device=c&keyword=indigenous%20communities&matchtype=b&network=g&devicemodel=&adposition=&creativeid=698159772365&hide_mobile_promo&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiA0rW6BhAcEiwAQH28IvUIhtnaXrXt-LjYhmSeY03sHQJ2JFL2SfkQuOCyAaSpb6E_nEmpFBoCLRcQAvD_BwE&utm_medium=sem&utm_source=gg&utm_campaign=B2C_NAMER_indigenous-canada_ualberta_FTCOF_learn_country-US-country-CA&campaignid=13440968592&adgroupid=130160700384&device=c&keyword=indigenous%20communities&matchtype=b&network=g&devicemodel=&adposition=&creativeid=698159772365&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiA0rW6BhAcEiwAQH28IvUIhtnaXrXt-LjYhmSeY03sHQJ2JFL2SfkQuOCyAaSpb6E_nEmpFBoCLRcQAvD_BwE
https://learnonline.yellowheadinstitute.org/
https://yellowheadinstitute.org/
https://continuingeducation.wlu.ca/search/publicCourseSearchDetails.do?method=load&courseId=6476314
https://www.norfolktoday.ca/2024/11/19/free-online-course-explores-indigenous-history-and-culture/
https://share.google/GDLKH4jH1pnURlIaZ


 

b.​ To Mar 06, 2026.  Meryl McMaster: Bloodline McMaster Museum of Art, 1280 Main 
Street West, Hamilton. Opening reception Thurs, Jan 29, 5-8 p.m. Exhibit circulating 
from The McMichael Collection. 

c.​ To  May 3, 2026 Kananginak Pootoogook: Printing The Inuit World. Art Gallery of 
Guelph, 358 Gordon St., Guelph.  Free, donations appreciated. 

 
 

4.​Learning at home and connecting in person  
a.​ Crow Shield Lodge in Waterloo Region has a range of events related to education, 

healing, land stewardship and reconciliation. Events listing here.  
b.​ Sat, Jan 17, 8:00 a.m. Grand River Water Ceremony, at Otterbein Kayak Launch in 

Kitchener. Please arrive on time to walk to the river together and smudge. Wear 
ceremonial regalia as your spirit calls; drums and shakers are also suggested. 

c.​ Sat, Jan 17, 7:30 p.m. Julian Taylor & Logan Staats FirstOntario Performing Arts 
Centre, Partridge Hall, 250 St. Paul St., St. Catharines. 

d.​ Sun, Jan. 18, 2-4:30 p.m. Free showing of the award-winning documentary, 
Sugarcane, Listowel Mennonite Church, 465 Maitland Ave. S, Listowel. For further 
information, contact Nancy Frey at 519-291-2350. Snow date, Sun, Jan. 25. 

e.​ Tues, Jan 20, 2-3:30 p.m. Hamilton Reconciliation Learning Circle Online: Looking 
at self-education possibilities guided by David A. Robertson's book 52 Ways to 
Reconcile.  For more information and the link to join online, email Pam Byers at 
pam.awhamilton@gmail.com.  

f.​ Mon, Jan 26, 1:30-2:30 Nations Uniting Sharing Circle - To join this event and be 
part of their mailing list, contact Rhonda Johns at nations.uniting@gmail.com. 

g.​ Mon, Jan 26, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Indigenous Drumming and Sharing Circle with Kelly 
Welch. Grand River Stanley Park Library, 175 Indian Rd, Kitchener. Register here. 

h.​ Wed, Jan 28, 12-2  Grandmothers' Tea at Nations Uniting, 1652 Chiefswood Rd, 
Ohsweken. Potluck lunch and sharing time. Contact Joan (519-754-8786) or Shirley 
(519-753-5789) for more information. 

i.​ Mon, Feb 2, 2-3:30 and 7-8:30 p.m. RC Diocese of Hamilton "Listening to 
Indigenous Voices" online book study. The Knowing by Tanya Talaga.  Search for the 
related TV series on CBC Gem. Facilitated by Donna McGreal. To register and for 
more information contact dwmcgreal@gmail.com.  

j.​ Mon, Feb 2, 3-4:15 p.m. UWaterloo Indigenous Speaker Series presents Kim 
Tailbear. Register here. 

k.​ Other events in your area may be found on Eventbrite. 
 

 
On the radar  

l.​ Sat, Feb 21, 7-9 p.m. Walking Through the Fire - Visual Album Free screening at 
Shantz Mennonite Church, Baden. Reserve seats here. Donations welcome at the 
door. 
 
 

 

https://museum.mcmaster.ca/exhibition/bloodline/
https://artgalleryofguelph.ca/exhibition/kananginak-pootoogook-printing-the-inuit-world/
https://www.crowshieldlodge.com/mission-and-vision
https://www.crowshieldlodge.com/upcoming
https://www.grandriverwaterwalk.com/ceremonies
https://maps.app.goo.gl/yRnPscAivqzgKPCP6
https://firstontariopac.ca/Online/default.asp?BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::permalink=EventArticle-2526PAC31-Julian-Taylor-Logan-Staats&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::context_id=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CisI_WFPDOk
https://www.google.com/search?q=52+Ways+to+Reconcile&rlz=1C1HKFL_enCA1192CA1196&oq=52+Ways+to+Reconcile&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOdIBCDE1MDdqMGo3qAIIsAIB&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=52+Ways+to+Reconcile&rlz=1C1HKFL_enCA1192CA1196&oq=52+Ways+to+Reconcile&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOdIBCDE1MDdqMGo3qAIIsAIB&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
http://www.nationsuniting.com/
mailto:nations.uniting@gmail.com
https://kpl.events.mylibrary.digital/event?id=239869
https://goodminds.com/products/the-knowing-hc
https://share.google/ojOp7lOeRFO0BH1EN
https://gem.cbc.ca/
mailto:dwmcgreal@gmail.com
http://kimtailbear
http://kimtailbear
http://uwaterloo.ca/arts/events/indigenous-speakers-series-presents-kim-tallbear
https://www.eventbrite.ca/d/canada--hamilton/indigenous/?mode=search&page=1&q=Indigenous
https://youtu.be/wWSZUduo5Kk
https://walkingshantz.eventbrite.ca/


 

5.​Good Reads, News, Views and Podcasts  
a.​ Reads 

i.​From Grandmothers’ Voice blog: When David Frum Calls Indigenous Rights a 
“Misstep,” He Is Defending Colonialism. Written in response to this article Good 
Intentions Gone Bad by David Frum, The Atlantic, Dec 27, 2025. 

ii.​Danger Eagle - a new children’s book by Jesse Wente; illustrated by Shaikara 
David. 

iii.​ 11 Things You Should Know About Indigenous Oral Traditions from Indigenous 
Corporate Training Inc.  

iv.​She Is Wise Magazine, Ontario Native Women’s Association. 

b.​ News 
i.​2025 Indigenous Rights Year in Review  First Peoples Law reviews five major 
aspects of Indigenous rights impacted in 2025. 

ii.​Biidaajimowin | News from the Centre Winning Free Press, Dec 17, 2025. 
Curated by Nigaan Sinclair. Discussion about Métis identity conflict under 
section entitled “Five Stories on Turtle Island”. 

iii.​Chief of Chippewas of the Thames First Nation calling for regional economic 
strategy with London, neighbouring communities  CTV Jan 2, Daryl Newcombe. 

iv.​Respect our rights when developing Ontario's minerals: First Nations Sudbury 
Star, Dec 28. 

c.​ Views 
i.​ Missing Matoaka  Indigenous retelling of the Pocahontas story, an alternative 
screenplay synched with the Disney film “Pocahontas”.  How to do it: listen 
online for free on SoundCloud while playing “Pocahontas” on mute. Audio link 
here: https://share.google/nSFLoH6NN33o1mciR.   

ii.​Watch for this film: Meadowlarks. 

 
 

 

 

https://grandmothersvoice.com/when-david-frum-calls-indigenous-rights-a-misstep-he-is-defending-colonialism/?fbclid=IwY2xjawPAGNtleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFVZFJWZnRTTENyS1lFZzBIc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHj37QrgPSveH6XHebAygYnFN-AtwD0aUXhVP8KBNBnDFvmP4vG9nRZd6Ns0o_aem_Q51NI5sS-LADhODsQxCEpw
https://grandmothersvoice.com/when-david-frum-calls-indigenous-rights-a-misstep-he-is-defending-colonialism/?fbclid=IwY2xjawPAGNtleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFVZFJWZnRTTENyS1lFZzBIc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHj37QrgPSveH6XHebAygYnFN-AtwD0aUXhVP8KBNBnDFvmP4vG9nRZd6Ns0o_aem_Q51NI5sS-LADhODsQxCEpw
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/2025/12/canada-indigenous-land-court/685463/
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/2025/12/canada-indigenous-land-court/685463/
https://www.theatlantic.com/author/david-frum/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.ca/books/575762/danger-eagle-by-jesse-wente-illustrated-by-shaikara-david/9780735264830
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.ca/authors/2171111/jesse-wente
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.ca/authors/2304815/shaikara-david
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.ca/authors/2304815/shaikara-david
https://www.ictinc.ca/blog/11-things-you-should-know-about-aboriginal-oral-traditions?utm_campaign=Newsletter%20Emails&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-81V2kJ2LJcM0faP0-AtGPEJ1dboUeBOu_qMQ6RYfT6mQsNpPglrFVgZ-0gZvZKIzAaL-Z3jkjUWb3GFKMbZRjpG6f3rg&_hsmi=393748964&utm_content=393748964&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.onwa.ca/she-is-wise-magazine
https://www.firstpeopleslaw.com/public-education/blog/2025-indigenous-rights-year-in-review
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/briefings/the-pot-calling-the-kettle-alberta?utm_campaign=biidaajimowin&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--vKuc2ensA6AauCBsDy32ghqz9IyAv03j4FG77c51rllJRVOgO12Uun282Mvz8xXvBgKdI3x310ykykeABMcYgQ94WcQ&_hsmi=16085228&utm_source=hubspot
https://www.ctvnews.ca/london/article/chief-of-chippewas-of-the-thames-first-nation-calling-for-regional-economic-strategy-with-london-neighbouring-communities/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/london/article/chief-of-chippewas-of-the-thames-first-nation-calling-for-regional-economic-strategy-with-london-neighbouring-communities/
https://www.thesudburystar.com/news/respect-our-rights-when-developing-ontarios-mineral-resources-first-nations
https://youtu.be/I8y8tbnfnps?si=pM_54r_uLN17g-yw
https://share.google/nSFLoH6NN33o1mciR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UwO2Snhfi20

