Living Into Right Relations — July/August 2025

Hello,

Welcome to summer in the Grand River watershed! We hope you've been able to find relief
in the recent heat, and have also been able to take in the beauty of the region in this
season. This newsletter contains some ideas for taking in cultural and educational events
while you are out and about over the next couple of months. Look for these in Sections 2
and 3. Please also note the upcoming Fundraiser for Willow River Centre on July 7. More
on that in Section 1.

| (Nancy) was at the Sunrise Ceremony in New Hamburg yesterday, an event that for me
was the most helpful way to mark Canada Day that | have been to since | began to relearn
our history with Indigenous peoples on this land. Thank you to the organizers of the event,
to all of the people who showed up and to Ben and Brandon of Crow Shield Lodge who led
the circle and kept the fire. It was a healing and hopeful time.

A final note: some of us on the search and edit team will be out of range in midsummer, so

we have decided to combine the July and August newsletters. Enjoy your summer. See
you in September!

Nancy (nancydykstra@gmail.com) Henriétte, Bev and Lorna, the search and edit team.

1. Land Back

a. O:se Kenhionhata:tie - at Willow River Centre, 243 King St., Kitchener, needs
financial support, as reported in June’s newsletter. See article again here. They are
having a fundraiser in hopes of raising $50,000. Ways to help:

i. July 7, 5-9 p.m. Attend the Community fundraiser for Willow River Centre
Victoria Park Pavilion 80 Schneider Ave., Kitchener. Tickets at the link.

ii.Donate items for the fundraiser. Find out how here.
iii.How else to support? Support us | O:se Kenhionhata:tie.

2. Day trips and other ideas for summer activities

a. The Great Niagara Escarpment Indigenous Cultural Map. Thank you, Henriétte
Thompson.



mailto:nancydykstra@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/osekenhionhatatie
https://kitchener.citynews.ca/2025/05/07/a-major-loss-for-indigenous-and-2slgbtq-community-in-waterloo-region/
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/protect-the-centre-a-community-fundraiser-for-willow-river-centre-tickets-1417683512549
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1021652523469525&set=a.554135983554517
https://www.landbackcamp.com/support
https://www.thegreatniagaraescarpment.ca/destinations

b.

Mon, July 21-Sat, Aug 23. The Voice of the River Grand River Community Play
Project. Click on the link and check the map for dates near you or check this link for
production dates. This is the culmination of a 4-year project through the Canadian
Centre for Rural Creativity. (ruralcreativity.org)

2025 Pow Wow Guide. Check out this video guide to attending pow wows:
https://vimeo.com/1092164402/40228eafd7?ts=0&share=copy. From MCCO.

3. Occasional Arts Section. Showing until ...

Aug 3 Sir John A: Acts of a Gentrified Ojibway Rebellion Performance at the Blyth
Festival Theatre. Written by Drew Hayden Taylor. Directed by Vinetta Strombergs.

Aug 24 CAMP Inuk sculptor Couzyn van Heuvelen. Kitchener Waterloo Art Gallery.

Sept 30 Indigenous Art 2025. Woodland Cultural Centre, 184 Mohawk St Brantford.

Oct. 5 Lawrence Paul Yuxweluptun Lets’lo:tseltun: Floor Opener. Kitchener Waterloo
Art Gallery.

Dec.14 Currents of Change: Inspiring Action along the Grand River. McDougall
Cottage, Cambridge.

4. Learning at home and connecting in person

a.

July
b.

Crow Shield Lodge in Waterloo Region has a range of events related to education,
healing, land stewardship and reconciliation, including a monthly women’s full moon
ceremony (July 10), men's sharing circle (July 16), and more. Events listing here.

Thurs, July 3, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Teiethinonhwera:ton ne Ohne:kanos. "Let us give
thanks to the water" Festival. Chiefswood Park, Lower Grounds.

Mon, July 7, 5-9 p.m., Fundraiser for Willow River Centre. See 1a. above.

d. Tues, July 8, 6-9 p.m _Indigenous Poets Society Open Mic. The Grove Cafe 295B

Lancaster St. W., Kitchener.

July 16, 6-7:30 p.m. Mohawk Institute Virtual tour. Woodland Cultural Centre.

Sun, July 20. Paddlestock https://www.f k.com/share/p/15tF1jNNN
Chiefswood Park. Celebrating 10 years of the Two Row on the Grand.

Wed, July 30, 12-2. Grandmothers' Tea at St. George United Church, 9 Beverly St.
E., St. George. Potluck lunch and sharing time. Contact Joan (519-754-8786) or
Shirley (5619-753-5789) for more information.

Sat, July 26, 8:00 a.m. Grand River Water Ceremony at Otterbein Kayak Launch in
Kitchener. Please arrive on time to walk to the river together and smudge. Wear
ceremonial regalia as your spirit calls; drums and shakers are also suggested.



https://www.ruralcreativity.org/?fbclid=IwY2xjawLBrvlleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHqKNUk4mrxA3hUyvDwkYQDqX5LGTUjHiyBtKM6P2g7PHtiJ0IXmf0y3Bqi-4_aem_DmVP-Y-WX5INM_3ZAWk_Ow
https://www.ruralcreativity.org/projects/grand-river-community-play-project-2/tour-production-dates-for-the-voice-of-the-river/
https://www.anishinabek.ca/Flipbooks/2025PowWowGuide.html
https://vimeo.com/1092164402/40228eafd7?ts=0&share=copy
https://blythfestival.com/sir-john-a-acts-of-a-gentrified-ojibway-rebellion/
https://kwag.ca/exhibitions/couzyn-van-heuvelen-camp
https://woodlandculturalcentre.ca/media-release-celebrate-50-years-of-indigenous-art-at-woodland-cultural-centre/
https://kwag.ca/exhibitions/lawrence-paul-yuxweluptun-letslotseltun-floor-opener
https://regionofwaterloomuseums.ca/en/exhibits/currents-of-change.aspx
https://www.crowshieldlodge.com/mission-and-vision
https://www.crowshieldlodge.com/upcoming
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/15fWFJRGJb/
https://indigenouspoets.com/events/
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/woodland-cultural-centre/events/july-tour-2025/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/15tF1jNNNu/
https://share.google/OPYQ4LC0ZZr1ceSbR
https://www.grandriverwaterwalk.com/ceremonies
https://maps.app.goo.gl/yRnPscAivqzgKPCP6

August

i. Aug. 5 to 24 Online Auction for the All Nations Grand River Water Walk taking place
Sept. 21-27.

j- Wed, Aug. 20, 6-7:30 Public Virtual Screening of Silent No More. Woodland Cultural
Centre.

k. Sat, Aug 23, 8:00 a.m. Grand River Water Ceremony at Otterbein Kayak Launch in
Kitchener. Please arrive on time to walk to the river together and smudge. Wear

ceremonial regalia as your spirit calls; drums and shakers are also suggested.

. Wed, Aug. 27, 12-2. Grandmothers' Tea at Grace Anglican Church, 4 Pearl St.,
Brantford. Potluck lunch and sharing time. Contact Joan (519-754-8786) or Shirley
(5619-753-5789) for more information.

m. Other events in your area may be found on Eventbrite.

On the radar

Prepare for an author visit in KW this October by reading Valley of the Birdtail. (See
flyer.) Critics call the book “gritty”, “eye-opening”, “magnificent”, and
“‘compassionate.” For copies of the book or more info contact Gladys Bender.

gladysbender@hotmail.com.

5. Looking for a deeper dive into Indigenous and settler relations?

Here are three different courses offered by three different universities, all free, all
self-directed online. An idea: follow a course with a friend, to create space for discussion.

a. Introduction to Indigenous Matters, offered by Wilfrid Laurier University, beginning in
January. Read more here.

b. Land Back course offered by the Yellowhead School, which operates out of Toronto
Metropolitan University. Thank you, Laura Enns.

c. Indigenous Canada offered by the University of Alberta.

6. Good Reads, News and Views

a. Reads
i.She Is Wise Magazine Spring/Summer, 2025. Native Women’s Association.

ii.The Indigenous United Church: a journey to right relations Teresa Burnett-Cole,
Broadview Magazine.

iii.Soft As Bones by Chyana Marie Sage.


https://www.facebook.com/share/g/1AVMjfMV56/
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/woodland-cultural-centre/events/august-tour-2025/
https://www.grandriverwaterwalk.com/ceremonies
https://maps.app.goo.gl/yRnPscAivqzgKPCP6
https://www.eventbrite.ca/d/canada--hamilton/indigenous/?mode=search&page=1&q=Indigenous
https://goodminds.com/products/valley-of-the-birdtail-an-indian-reserve-a-white-town-and-the-road-to-reconciliation-hc-fncr-2023?srsltid=AfmBOoo3efMQmo7Moem97fDbldCmV0v4iVAI16cxeBCtjqTyNKwtMzlg
mailto:gladysbender@hotmail.com
https://continuingeducation.wlu.ca/search/publicCourseSearchDetails.do?method=load&courseId=6476314
https://www.norfolktoday.ca/2024/11/19/free-online-course-explores-indigenous-history-and-culture/#
https://learnonline.yellowheadinstitute.org/
https://www.coursera.org/learn/indigenous-canada/paidmedia?utm_medium=sem&utm_source=gg&utm_campaign=B2C_NAMER_indigenous-canada_ualberta_FTCOF_learn_country-US-country-CA&campaignid=13440968592&adgroupid=130160700384&device=c&keyword=indigenous%20communities&matchtype=b&network=g&devicemodel=&adposition=&creativeid=698159772365&hide_mobile_promo&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiA0rW6BhAcEiwAQH28IvUIhtnaXrXt-LjYhmSeY03sHQJ2JFL2SfkQuOCyAaSpb6E_nEmpFBoCLRcQAvD_BwE&utm_medium=sem&utm_source=gg&utm_campaign=B2C_NAMER_indigenous-canada_ualberta_FTCOF_learn_country-US-country-CA&campaignid=13440968592&adgroupid=130160700384&device=c&keyword=indigenous%20communities&matchtype=b&network=g&devicemodel=&adposition=&creativeid=698159772365&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiA0rW6BhAcEiwAQH28IvUIhtnaXrXt-LjYhmSeY03sHQJ2JFL2SfkQuOCyAaSpb6E_nEmpFBoCLRcQAvD_BwE
https://www.onwa.ca/she-is-wise-magazine
https://broadview.org/indigenous-united-church-history/
https://www.cbc.ca/books/soft-as-bones-by-chyana-marie-sage-1.7415585

b. News
i.First Nations Leadership responds to the passing of Bill 5 with warning of legal

and grassroots action, Chiefs of Ontario.

ii.London-area Grand Chief slams Ford's 'hat in hand' comments. says apology
offers little relief | CBC News. Isha Bhargava, CBC.

c. Views/Podcasts

i.Indigenous stories on CBC Gem for stories, art and music, sports, and
documentaries.

ii.Inuit Approaches to Conversation and Conflict Resolution Ideas on CBC Listen.


https://chiefs-of-ontario.org/first-nations-leadership-responds-to-the-passing-of-bill-5-with-warning-of-legal-and-grassroots-action/
https://chiefs-of-ontario.org/first-nations-leadership-responds-to-the-passing-of-bill-5-with-warning-of-legal-and-grassroots-action/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/london/london-area-grand-chief-slams-ford-s-hat-in-hand-comments-says-apology-offers-little-relief-1.7565919
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/london/london-area-grand-chief-slams-ford-s-hat-in-hand-comments-says-apology-offers-little-relief-1.7565919
https://www.cbc.ca/news/author/isha-bhargava-1.6201605
https://gem.cbc.ca/section/indigenous-stories
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-23-ideas/clip/16124008-inuit-approaches-conversation-conflict-resolution

